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ves XU No. - 671.] 


Wepnespay, Oct. 20th, 1852. 


[One Penny 








DRURY LANE AND THE 
SUPERNU MERARIES, 





“* My poverty and not my skill consents. 
Romeo.—I pay thy poverty and not thy skill.” 
Romeo and Juliet. 


Sir,—My attention was attracted to this 
subject by the perusal of a letter in the 
Morniag Advertiser of Tuesday, the 12th 
inst., bearing the Signature of **A Poor 
Supernumerary.” 

It would appear that the writer is one of 
that numerous class of hardly worked and 
badly paid persons who fill the more sub- 
ordinate parts at the theatre. He, in com- 





mon with many others, was engaged as 
supernumerary at Drury Lane Theatre, 
during the brief of Mr. George Bolton. 
He was to receive, in consideration of: his 
services, the enormous sum of one shilling 
per night! This pittance, miserable as it 
was, he was unable to get, for on application 
at the stage door on Monday, he was refused 
admittance—told that the party who had 
engaged the supernumeries had given up 
the keys—and that there was no money for 
anyone! . 

The late opening of this theatre (whose 
existence closed on Saturday, the 10th inst.) 
appears altogether a most extraordinary 
affair. A gentleman who has contracted a 
mania for speculation, conceives the idea of 
opening the largest theatre in the kingdom, 
even though he does not possess the means 
of paying the actors for one week—and 
with the disagreeable fact staring him in the 
face, that it has been a ruinous speculation 
to every one who has hitherto had anything 
to do with—he opens it with a company of 











players, whose merits fall far short of medio- 
crity—who are, in fact, unknown to the 
play-going world. This he does without 
even lowering the high prices of admission, 
or providing anything in the way of novelty 
or attraction. - 

He opens with a well known play— 
Richelieu, which has been placed in the 
hands of the performers at so short a notice 
that some of them are compelled to read 
their parts. The talent in this performance 
is infinitely below par, for all the efforts of 
the leading parties are outshone by the 
acting of one talented amateur, (Miss Emily 
Fiest) whose part of Frangois was almost 
the only one applauded. 

In rapid succession follows Richard IIT 
and the Hunchback ; and then Shakespaere, 
Bulwer Lytton, and Sheridan Knowles are 
succeeded by the classic performance of a 
eouple of Tumblers. One thing the man- 
ager succeeds in—that is, in gaining the 
jeers and laughter of every critic employed 
on the London press, for such performances 
as these are below criticism. 

Surely the walls of “Old Drury” must 
have been astounded at this fool-hardiness, 
for such it is. Thus this poor man was 
swindled out of his paltry wages, after hours 
of daily toil at the theatre. He says :— 

“IT did not receive a sixpence for my 
services—services which compelled me to 
wait five or six hours daily upon the damp 
stage, snd as many hours at night.” 

He concludes by asking, and justly, 
whether it is not time that something was 
done to prevent a repition of this reckless 
specula tion in, and waste of labour of poor 













































































































































































’ curtains to the private boxes entirely new, 
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men? Many of them (the supernumeries) 
declared they had not the means wherewith 
to procure a meal, and were anxiously wait- 
ing for their money in order that they 
might hasten home to allay the cravings of 
hunger endured by their starving children. 
Surely it is doubly cruel to deprive persons 
in such distressed circumstances of their 
hardly won earnings, And this is done to 
gratify the vanity of performers, who may 
procure country engagements from the mere 
fact of their names having appeared in the 
bills of Drury Lane, and a knowledge that 
they had strutted their brief hour upon its 
stage. 

The gratification of their vanity could 
have been the only end they had in view, 
for the agreement was—“ That they should 
accept equal shares of the profits that might 
accrue to them after the rent and other ex- 
penses had been defrayed.” The profits 
were, of course, non est ; but the object of 
the holders of the theatre was attained—for 
the rent was paid; but the object of the 
poor supernumeries—that of obtaining their 
wages—was of no consequence, they must 
be sacrificed, although they had been no 
parties to the above agreement. 

But enough of this. Were it not that 
those whose necessities, and not whose 
skill, compelled them to seek employment 
under such a reckless government—been so 
shamefully treated, my pen would have/ 
slept. But in sucha case, I deem it my 
duty to call your attention, and that of 
your readers to ‘this heartless affair. It is 
time that the public should see in its true 
light the miseries which this mania of spe- 
culation causes amongst the poorer classes 
of the theatrical community. This done, 
my end is gained. 

I am, Sir, yours, &c. 
SYLVESTER CLARENCE, 


METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 


LYCEUM 
On Monday night this house was opened 
for the season. The interior has been 
cleansed, the chandeliers re-gilt, and the 














thereby giving a rich and brilliant appear- 
ance to the whole. ‘The house was quite 








full before the rising of the curtain, all 








eager to welcome their old and deserved 
favourite actors. The performance com- 
menced with a new drama, in two acts, en- 
titled The Mysterious Lady, which went off 
exceedingly well, owing more particularly 
to the excellent acting of Messrs. C. and F. 
Mathews, Belton, Baker, and Miss M. 
Oliver, than anything the author had con- 
tributed. The next piece was an extrava- 
ganza, yelped the Golden Fleece, the first 
act of which went off with great spirit and 
eclat. Many of the parodies being set to 
favourite airs from the opera of Norma, 
but the most popular, and that which 
pleased the audience most, was the air 
of ‘Then Farewell my Trim built Wher- 
rey,” delightfully sung by Miss St. George, 
and another by Madame Vestris, from the 
air of “Joe Anderson my Joe,” which she 
rendered equal to anything she did years 
back. C. Mathews gave some amusing ditties, 
which met withencores; and F. Mathews 
was, as usual, very funny. The whole 
went off, altogether, with applause. A new 
farce, called A House out of Windows, 
which was quite successful, concluded the 
performance. We were glad to see Madame 
Vestris looking so well, who was vehemently 
applauded upon her coming on the stage ; 
likewise Mr. C. Mathews, and indeed all 
the old favourites were received with the 
same favour. 


STRAND. 


We were agreeably amused with the en- 
tertainment given by Dumbolton’s African 
troupe here on Saturday evening. The 
“company” is of a superior order—by far 
the best it has been our lot to witness, and 
we do not except the “ original Ethiopians.” 
The several songs announced were sweetly 
rendered, the ariistes entrusted with them 
evincing great vocal abilities. We would 
in particular award due credit to Mr. H. 
Templeton, who has a perfect mastery over 
a powerful and musical voice. In a sketch, 
called “‘Sambo’s Description of the. Bohe- 
mian Girl,” he was exceedingly happy, and 
was warmly applauded in the execution of 
several capital parodies. A Mr. Pearec also 
claims a kind word from us; he is a good 
singer, and an efficient musician. Then we 
have Pell, of “bone” notoriety; he is as 
humourous as ever, and, with the other 
members comprising the “‘ black” band, ren- 
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ders a visit to the Strand Theatre a treat 
indeed. We had almost forgotten a certain 
dark lady, known as “ Lucy Long,” who is 
nightly personated by Mr. Pell with infinite 
success, 

STAN DARD. 

The revival of Wilks’s celebrated drama 
of Ben the Boatswain has proved quite a 
hit here. The play is excellently acted, and 
the re-appearance of Mr. John Douglass 
has been greeted with the warmest approval 
—a well deserved compliment to one of the 
best representatives of the “ British tar” 
now on the London boards. 





To the Editor of the Theutrical Journal, 
Health, long life and happiness diurnal. 


Sir,—Last night, feeling all right, and wish- 
ing for delight, I went to the Olympic to 
gratify my hearing and my sight. Before 


I left home, I washed my face and shewn |. 


the color of the envelope that hides the 
bone, and started of alas alone. Soon as I 
arrived the orchestra began to play and 
acquited itself in such a way that I could 
have sat till break of day and listened till 
the sun’s last ray had passed away. This 
over the curtain did rise and many forth- 
with clapped their hands and made so great 
a noise that I feared their joys would rob 
them of their equopoise. Poor Uncle’s 
Cabin was. presented first, and slavery by 
Heaven accursed was shewn to be a sin, 
blacker than the negroe’s skin. The cha- 
racters were well sustained; we laughed 
and then were pained, and wished the 
slavery was dragged ‘from earth and in 
oblivion chained. Next came the farce in 
which the spirited young milliners did come 
to make us fun, and all but one were young 
and beautiful and none regretted seeing her 
whose age was greater excepting those 
whose dura mater, encircled no more brains 
than the skin of a potatoe. (This last is 
poor of rhyme, but pray excuse me as I’m 
short of time.) Miss Turner led the van, 
and all who've seen her can attest the power 
to fan the flame of mirth in woman and in 
man. Laughter doth ever sit upon her 
pretty face ready to chase all melancholy 
feelings from the place. Compton and 
Hoskins were as usual, clever, acted as 


Master Passion next was played and Shal- 
ders as the Quaker made pit, boxes, and 
the upper grade up to their shoulders wade 
in mirth. His acting was superlatively 
good; the character he understood, and I 
think no one could have played it better, at 
least not more to the satisfaction of the 
writer of this letter. And please sir do not 
fear that the other characters, were in the 
rear, for Mesdames Phillips, Adams, Rafter, 
did appear to much advantage here, and 
Messrs. Farren, Cooke, and Hoskins, it was 
clear, deserved the cheer of all who went 
to see and hear. But now and then Hos- 
kins lacked pathos, when to every ken it 
should have been so manifets that men 
might have been softened unto tears pro 
tem. 

The Swiss Cottage concluded the night's 
entertainment, and Miss Gordon’s sustain- 
ment of the character of Lassettc I shall not 
soon forget. She is very clever, and should 
she endeavour to do her best as in the days 
gone by for ever, I for one will not sever, 
from her, no never, Her singing is attrac- 
tive, her features are active, her face is 
pretty, her eye looks witty—her figure is 
good, her fame is the same—and though 
her name’s but in wood, its for the marble 
of fame. What more shall I say, in a rhyme 
ing way? Let me see—Oh! 

I am yours, 
' S.C 


CORRESPONDENCE, | 

IsLINGTONIAN.—Mrs. Ternan has been a very 
great favourite. We do not know if Mr. 
Greenwood intends to produce The Old Love 
and the New. 

Younc TrRAGEDY.—We consider Miss Laura 
Addison’s talents to have been much exagge- 
gerated. 

Jacques.—Candidly, we should advise your 
company to start in comedies or drama. Whliv 
begin with tragedy? It is altogether a wrong 
notion among amateurs. Nine out of every 
ten we really believe, wouid rather murder a 
tragic work (which of course they flatter 
themselves they play admirably) than act 
pieces that are suited to their style, intellect, 
and capabilities. 

G. B., Hoxton.—Is informed the gentleman 
he enquires abont is still under the care of a 
medical gentleman, 


Uncie Tom —This is the second season of Mr. 


> 








genial as ever, and I must confess I never 
saw actors better work, together....The 


Robinson’s engagement at Sadler’s Wells. He 
never was a pupil of Mr. Phelps. 
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Iaco.—Mr, Henry Betty was applied to by 
several of the late company at Drury Lane to 

; join them, but he declined doing so. We 
think he acted very judiciously. 

B. W. W.—As soon as we can find room, 

A Sup —It was Miss Ellen, and not Miss Emma 
Fiest, that made so great a hit in the part of 
Francois, at Drary Lane. 

A, R.—Farquhar died in 1707. He was buried 

~ at St. Martin’s in the Fields, 














WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20th, 1852. 


DRURY LANE. 

It had been our intention to have offered 
a few remarks upon the late calamitous 
“affair” at this theatre, but subsequent 
consideration has induced us to abrogate the 
idea. The hope that futurity may “ teach 
wisdom” to the committee of management, 
combined with the bright prospect now held 
forth by the clever and active gentleman 
who has assumed the reins of government, 
has possessed us with a firm hope that 
“better days” are yet in store for “Old 
Drury.” Mr. E. T. Smith will, no doubt} 
do all he can to restore the ancient reputa- 
tion of the theatre, and in more able hands 
we could not wish the establishment to be 
placed. 








AMATEUR THEATRICALS, 
SOHO THEATRE, 

The first performance under the new 
lessee, Mr. Mowbray, took place on Satur- 
day evening, to a full and fashionable audi- 
ence, there being several well-known persons 
present who are great patrons of the drama. 
In a private box we noticed Mr, and Mrs. 
C. Kean, who appeared to take a lively in- 
terest in the performance. The house has 
been cleaned, and the drapery round the 
private boxes is all new, which gives it a 
light and neat appearance. The perform- 
ance commenced with Romeo and Juliet— 
the part of Romeo was sustained by a 














he has many essential requisites for the 
stage, being about the middle height, and 
well proportioned, his features are full of 
expression, and he has a fine bright eye ; 
his voice is strong, round, and pleasing, 
and his articulation clear and distinct. He 
looked the part extremely well and his 
bearing upon the stage is altogether gen- 
tlemanly, and his acting throughout shewed 
evident signs of study. His best scenes 
were towards the close of the last two acts, 
where he displayed both power and judg- 
ment. He was much applauded and en- 
thusiastically cheered, and called for at the 
conclusion. Mr. Edwards, who assumed 
the part of Friar Lawrence, is a splendid 
elocutionist, and gave infinite satisfaction. 
Mercutio was played by a gentleman who 
we hase seen to greater advantage in other 
characters; he wanted more flexibility of 


‘limb and buoyancy of manner. G. Murray 


acted Tibault respectably ; the part of Peter 
was all buffoonery. The nurse of Mrs. New- 
bry was very well pourtrayedand deservedly 
applauded.. The young lady who enacted 
Juliet understood the author’s meaning, but 
failed to give it effect. She was inefficient 
in physical power to create a feeling in the 
audience, She appears very young, and 
may in time become more able to delineate 
such parts as she attempted on this occasion, 
for she is not devoid of ability. After the 
tragedy Jerrold’s comedy of The Rent Day 
was performed. Mr. C. Gilbert undertook, 
at a short notice, the character of Martin 
Haywood, which he played in a manner 
most satisfactory, and obtained well.merited 
applause; as did the amateur who played 
Toby. The character of Bullfrog was 
sustained very funnily by a person who had 
evidently seen Harley in the character. 
Miss Saxon, as Polly Biggs, was very 
amusing, and is seen to much better ad- 
vantage in comedy than in any serious 
character. The National Anthem. was 
capitally played by Mr. Purdy’s band. 


CABINET THEATRE, KING’S CROSS, ' 





It is always pleasing to us when we are 
enabled conscientiously to award praise to 
those who may deserve it; this we can do 
upon the present occasion. We are now 
speaking of the performance which took 





young gentleman of the name of Emery— 





on Thursday last, when the play of the 
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Lady of Lyons and the comedy of the Road | is always gentlemanly and well dressed, but 
to Ruin were acted for the benefit of Mr. | there wanted a greater assumption of con- 


G. Combie. 


The Lady of Lyons has been | sequence and importance to represent the 


so much hacked about by amateurs, that it | son of a baronet, this he will acquire as he 


has been wearisome to us to witness it so | continues to play. 


continually. 


If Mr. Wedlake had 


Not so in this instance, for | been perfect in his part, he would have 


we have never at any period seen it done | been seen to greater advantage ; not know- 


better, as a whole, by any amateurs. 


G. Combie, who is a very clever and pains- | 


Mr. | ing the part interfered with his acting. 


Frank Oailand, in the hands of Mr. Combie 


taking actor, played Claude Melnotte in a | is a most important character, and he made 


style that really surprised us, because he 
seldom attempts any characters but rustics, 





it so truly. The scene where he is tempted 


to take the purse of Vortex, was played 


and the like. His acting upon this occasion | with an admirable conception, and carried 


shews that by study and diligence he has a 
capacity for other characters, for his con- 
ception was altogether perfect, and the only 
requisites wanting were dignity, and a little 
more power; this would have made it a 
complete piece of acting, as it was it was 
highly praiseworthy. Mr. Landon, as Col. 
Damas, was also very good, but his acting 
wanted a little more unction and bluster to 
have made it all that could be wished. Mr. 
Lacy, as the Merchant, put a new feature 
in the character, and made it both of con- 





sequence and interesting; it was exceed- 
ingly well played in every respect. The 
little part of Gaspar was effectively acted 
by Mr. Young. Mr. King, as the Land- 
lord, was also worthy of notice, except for 
the |—, he knows what we mean. Mr. 
Gove, as Beauseant, would have been 
tolerable had he but spoke, when acting, in 
the same tone of voice as he did when he 
addressed the audience at the conclusion. 
The young ladies, upon this occasion, one 
and all, acquitted themselves in a most 
praiseworthy manner, we have seen them 
before in the same characters, but never to 
greater advantage. Mrs. Henderson’s act- 
ing, as Pauline, ranks as first amongst the 
amateur ladies; and Miss Herbert's Madm. 
Deschapples is absolutely first-rate, and 
would be loudly praised at a regular theatre. 
Miss Baddely, as the Widow Melnotte, 
played with feeling and’ propricty. The 
comedy of the Cure for the Heart Ache is 
well adapted for the display of comic ability. 
It was well cast, and very nicely played. 
Mr. Hayward, as Old Rapid, took the part 
capitally, and his acting was humourous and 
judicious. Chas. Wilson, as Young Rapid, 
was bustling and buoyant, and exerted 
himself very successfully. Mr. Blakeley 





out with an artistic skill seldom if ever seen or 
equalled ; his acting would have been worthy 
of Little Knight, twenty years ago. The 
young lady who played Miss Vortex, is im- 
proving every time we witness her perform- 
ance. The evening’s entertainment will 
bear the morning’s reflection. 





OUR LITERARY AMATEURS, | 





To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 





Sir,—IJn the event of such a society ever 
being formed, the subjoined hints might 
greatly facilitate their proceedings, viz. : 

1.—To hire a respectable institution, or 
meet at one of the member’s own residences, 
as most convenient, once or more a week 
—to consult upon the admission of articles 
into their work, selected by a competent 
member; such being elected by test of 
superior judgment and talent. 

2.—All articles for insertion should be 
submitted to and abided by his decision. 

3.—No quarrels as to precedence be 
allowed. The contributions when collected 
and decided on, not to form, when printed, 
more in size than usual magazines, 

4.—Great care being taken not to crowd 
the matter, but rather doing little surely and 
well. All expenses being defrayed by 
weekly subscriptions, regularly kept up, 
or on failure thereof the members to be 
excluded. 

5.—That courtesy, sobriety, and punc- 
tuality, be the grand rules to render smooth- 
snes to all proceedings—regulated alone by 
merit and not money, 

We have various amateur classes, but 

not one literary—the more to be wondered 
at, considering the many ladies and gentle- 





men who spend more time and money in 
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the preparation of rejected MSS. than 
would furnish funds to establish a Society 
that would well conducted) prove a future 
emolument to themselves, and a lasting 
credit to their country. 
I remain, Sir, 
Your most obedient, 
W.R. 





To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 





Sir,—Allow me to express my deep sense 
of gratitude for the very kind manner in 
which you have been pleased at various 
times to mention in your excellent little 
work the establishment to which I am at- 
tached, as well as my own individual efforts. 
It must be a source of gratification at all 
times to those who cater for the public to 
find their endeavours to please successful, 
and the gentlemen of the press kindly mak- 
ing that success known through the medium 
of their Journals. I have, however, to ask 
you to correct a trifling error in your notice 
of last week; before my surname you have 
placed the christian one of William! Now, 
there being a gentleman well known in the 
musical professsion bearing the name of 
William Packer (but in no way related to 
your humble servant) I am not desirous 
that any one should take me for any other 
than Iam; _ this induces me to ask you to 
correct that error, as well as from the fact 
that many mistakes (some of a ludicrous 
nature) have already occurred in reference 
to that party. For instance—a young lady 
some time since claimed me as her relative 
in most positive terms, I pleaded ignorance 
of the fact, she called me “cruel, proud,” 
and other hard names, saying, “‘ you know 
you are my mother’s brother,” In vain I 
tried to convince her of the error she had 
fallen into, by telling her I had no sister 
old enough to be the mother of so “‘ Bonnie 
a Lassie,” when she exclaimed, “is not 
your name William Packer.” The truth 
then flashed upon my mind. I explained 
to her the mistake she had made, and begged 
to assure her that though not a relative, 
I hoped to be ever (as I am yours, Mr, 
Editor) her 

Very obedient servant, 
WALTER Maurice Packer, 
(Musical Director Casino de Venice.) 





PROVINCIALS. 








Cuester. Our Theatre has been well at- 
tended this week ; the Betting Boy's Career is 
a very interesting piece, and the acting of Miss 
Emma Fiest in the character of Henry Good- 
wood has made quite a sensation, also that of 
Sarah in the Jew of Frankfort. We hear this 
talented young lady is engaged by Mr. Smith 
the present proprietor of Drury Lane, 


BarnstTanie, Mr. Davis has brought an 
excellent company this season, particularly the 
lady actresses, We have in the person of Miss 
Horton a most promising actress, she has already 
become a general favourite and bids fair to take 
the lead in her profession. 


MANCHESTER. —QUEEN’S THEATRE. — The 
New Drama, “ Uncle Tom’s Cabin, has been 
produced with decided success at this theatre. 
The acting of Mr, F, B. Egan, and Miss Cooke 
is worthy of much praise, so also is that of Mr. 
Holloway, who enacts the part of “‘ Uncle Tom” 
with great feeling. The scenery by Mr. Howe 
is really beautiful, indeed we hesitate not to 
pronounce it the best we have seen at this 
theatre since the days of Mr. Sloane. We are 
sorry to learn that Mr Egan is intending to leave 
us early in next year for America, we hope this 
is not correct as heis decidedly the best 
manager we have had for many. years, 


MEcHANICS’ INSTITUTE.—SATURDAY Eve- 
NING CONCERTS.--These popular concerts are 
to be resumed on next Saturday evening; we 
beleive there is a host of talent engaged, includ- 
ing the Misses. Drayton, Miss Shaw, Mr. Bed- 
nal, and our very valuable buffo singer, Mr. W. 
Pigot. Mr. James Eaton has been elected 
Honorary Secretary for the series, 


LiverRPooL.—Rovat Park TAEATRE.—The 
share of patronage this house enjoys give fair 
promise of future success. Mr. Pitt has exe- 
cuted a series of his favourite characters with 
much credit to himself. 


CoLosseEuM.—The ‘rapid changes—the un- 
questionable talent—and the spirited manage- 
ment of this commodious and beautiful edifice, 
are the true secrets of crowding the house from 
the dome to the pit with really deiighted audi- 
ences, ‘The placards of the day admonish the 
public to and see the Brothers Hayes and 
Shelton, which we may safely endorse. 


AvELPHI THEATRE.—Uncle Tom’s Cabin has 
been dramatised for this honse, and been put on 
the stage in a most commendable manner, with 
due attention to the characteristics of the most 
‘electrifying, go-a-head, and: clever people in 
the world—not excepting the celestial pheno- 
menons, Mr. Smpthson’s conception of Uncle 
Tom is a fac simile of the original. Messrs. 
Dentith and Norman gave an excellent idea of 

















the inexorable slave mongers. The piece draw® 
well, and is likely to have a good run, The 
Night Dancers was produced on Monday evening. 


RovaL AMPHITHEATRE.—During the past 
week Miss Glyn, the tragic actress, has been 
the signal of attraction. The Duchess of Malfi 
developed this lady’s abilites, as Mariana, on 
Saturday evening. Baker and his daughter are 
as current favourites as ever, it would be well 
it they were blended in the stock corps. The 
Star of the Rhine introduced to our notice 
Madlle. Antonie, one of the most fascinating 
and graceful dancers of the day; and a lady 
who could almost, by her captivating manner, 
infuse Terpsichorean notions into a Primitive 
Methodist’s attic story, Miss Horton, the great 
actress and vocalist appeared on Monday and 
Tuesday. This evening, Mr. Villiers, a most 
indefatigable member of the drama, takes his 
benefit ; and, as his selections are of the most 
judicous caste, we ‘reckon ” that his past ser- 
vices will not go unreqnitted. 


OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX 


Sapter's WELLS.~.Shakspere’s Henry the Fith 
which has been for a long time in preparation at 
this house, will shortly be revived at this theatre 
with extraordinary splendour, by Messrs. Phelps 
and Greenwood, 

















Mrs. Walter Lacy has, we regret to learn, been 
unable through indisposition, to perform during 
the week ; her part in The Master Pas-ion has 
been taken by Miss Adams, who has acquitted 
herself very creditably in it. 


New Musicat, DRAMATIC, AND PICTORIAL 
ENTERTAINMENT.—Mr. S. A. Woodin, a gentle- 
man of versatile talent, has engaged the Mario- 
nette Theatre. in the Adelaide Gallery, in order 
to present a novel lecture, with musical, dra- 
matic, and pictorial illustrations. The title of 
the discourse is Carpet Bag and Sketch Boox, The 
theatre is undergoing varions alterations, and 
the series of performances will commence ina 
few days- 


Miss CATHERINE Hayes.—It is said that Mr. 
Barnum has concluded an engagement with this 
accomplished artiste to give sixty concerts under 
his direction in California, Mexico, Cuba, the 
United States, and in the British provinces of 
North America. It is, moreover, reported that 
Mr. Barnum pays her 50,000 dollars and one 
half of the net profits, Herr Mengis and other 
artists are engaged, and the party sails in No- 
vember for California. 


Mr. CHARLES BRAHAM.—This gentleman has 
fulfilled several engagements in various parts of 
Italy, where he is still sojourning. Study has, 
we hear, improved upon the natural advantages 
which he possessed, 
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NOTICES. 
LaBurRn's Comic SonGster, 12th Collection: 
Duncombe, London. 
This clever punster has again favoured the 
“ peep o’day boys” with some of his truly comic 
and truly witty effusions which cannot fail to 
excite mirth and have enormous sale. 








AMERICAN THEATRICALS., 

SHAKESPERIAN Reapinos, Mr. G. K, Dickin- 
son, a Sterling English actor, announces that he 
will read “ Hamlet” to-morrow evening, at the 
Masonic Temple. Mr. Dickinson performed 
the character of “ Romeo” to the “ Juliet ” of 
Miss Davenport, at the Howard Athenceum last 
evening. in which he was perfectly the best per- 
formauce of ‘* Romeo” ever witnessed in this 
city. Mr. Dickinson has been equally successful 
in his Readings, both in England and in this 
country, as we, learn from the highly commen- 
datory notices of the press. New York, New 
Haven, and Hartford papers speak in the high- 
est terms of his reading of ** Hamlet,” ‘‘ Othello,”’ 
and other Shaksperian characters. The favour- 
able impression he has produced in his perform. 
ance of those characters, will insure for him the 
attention of those who would like to hear the 
same characters well read, 


Miss Fitzpatrick is good looking,—‘‘sings, 
plays, and dances well,’’—bnt is not the ‘great 
actress” announced. She dresses with fine taste 
and shows tact and talent, which is sure to make 
her a favonrite, but she never was, nor ever can 
be the “successful rival of Mrs, Nesbitt, ’’ 


Madame Alboni had a tremendous audience 
on Tuesday night, but how she sang I will leave 
to others more versed in the technicalities of 
music to describe ; all I’ can say is—to me she 
was great and glorious, 


Mr. Wheatleigh the newly imported light com- 
median is not so good;—in fact he is rather 
heavy. The house is crowded nightly. 


Howarp AtHen&um, At three o’clock this 
afternoon there willbe a performance at the 





Howard Atheneum, being for the benefit of 
Mr. G, K. Dickinson, a most pleasing actor and 
worthy gentleman, Mr. Dickinson on this oc- 
casion appears as ** Hamlet.” a character to 
which he will do ample justice. Mr. D. pos- 
sesses the 1are. combination in the profession of 
modesty and merit, and is worthy of support. 





SONGS FOR THE PEOPLE—No. 6. 


The Playgoer’s Song. 


—-— 





I could sit o’er a novel all day, 
But poetry puzzles my brain; 
I delight in a two act play; 
Or drama I think is the name; 
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Such fun in a farce of low degree, 
1 laugh till quite sore at that; 
Shakespeare’s 'auguagé being hard’ 
I therefore deem it flat. 
Noble brigands-—-fair maiden in love— 
And meetings by moonlight alone, 
With a rollicking sovg for me, 
Is sure to fa'l safely home ; 
When I trudge to the playhouse door, 
Wind, wet, or cold is the same ; 
I loose half the day trom work, 
A play there is joy in the name. 


Friends, I feel a glowing heart, 
That yearns toward the stage ? 
I'll tread the boards—the very house— 
Shall tremble at my rage ; 
Smile not, I have been told, 
Bench and tools were not for me; 
1 know my face and form alike, 
Bear the stamp of tragedy. 


So to night, my friends, to night, 
Be ready with applause, 
And in pleasure as in life, 
Be early at the dvors, 
How big I feel—what swelling pride 
Inflates my spangied breast ; 
To see afar the rushing crowd, 
In every fashion fresh, 


Safe home at last, heaven be"praised, 
Oh! the yelling, hooting crew, 
Beneath these blankets even now, 
Their hisses pierce me thro’ and thro’, 
Farewell to fame, as Shakespeare says, 
I cannot act, t’were useless trying ; 
My next appearance perhaps may be, 
When I succeed in flying. 
Ww, R. 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 
ABINET THEATRE, Complimentary per- 
formance to Miss Mortimer. On Tuesday 
Evening, October the 26th, Swill be performed 
Shakespeare’s play in four acts of The MER- 
CHANT OF VENICE. Shylock, Mr. William 
Howard ; Portia, Miss Amy Mortimer. To be 
followed by Tobin’s Comedy of the Honeymoon. 
Juliana, Miss Amy Mortimer. Stage Manager, 


Mr. Wm. Howard ; Acting Manager, Mr. Am- 
brey Power ; Prompter, Mr. G. F. Cooke. 











Fret heow SOHO THEATRE, (late Miss Kelly's) 
73, Dean St. Soho, NEw MANAGEMENT. 
Licensed by the Lord Chamberlain. Lessee Mr, 
Thomas Mowbray. Under the Management of 
Mr. Shirley. This elegant and commodious 
Theatre having undergone a thorough renovation, 
and been rendered complete in every depart- 
ment, is to let nightly for Dramatic Entertain- 
ments, Concerts, Lectures, Public Meetings, &c, 
As a Dramatic Academy, it will be found to 
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possess peculiar advantages, and for Amateur 
Representations it is unequalled. It is also well 
adapted for Public Entertainments. The great- 
est attention will be paid to the comfort and 
convenience of its patrons, while a strict and 
correct mode of management, it is hoped, will 
insure its respectability. INSTRUCTION given 
in Elocution and Action, Fencing, Stage Art, 
and every information connected with the 
Theatrical Profession. Terms may be obtained 
at the office of the Theatre, which is open daily, 
(Sundays excepted) from 10 to 5, or in the 
Coffee Room from 6 to 12, where may be seen 
casts of the various plays in preparation, 


CASINO DE VENISE, 
High Holborn. 


HE largest and most, elegant BALL ROOM 
in London— OPEN EVERY EVENING-- 
entirely re-decorated-~New Crystal Chandeliers 
&c. Mr. W. M. Packer's Celebrated Band will 
perform nightly a selection of the most popular 
compositions by Native aud Foreign Authors of 
repute, including D’alberts “* Como,” £* Favour- 
ita,”’ “ Cherbourg,” ** Edinborough, “ Ireland,” 
and Frewens “Glee” “ Quadrilles” (Nightly 
encored), Jullien’s ‘* Valse Hollandaise” from 
* Pietro il Grande, Gungl’s “ Vaterland,’s 
Barrets’ ‘* Ringolette,’’ Morine’s “ Perle’s 
D’Amour,” ‘¢ Valses,” D. Godfrey’s “ Gazelle,” 
Juliano’s “L’Enchantresse, ’’Guglielmo’s** Etna”’ 
and Kolozdy,s “ Victorene Polkas.”’ Zerbine’s 
*‘Odenwald,’ and Frewen’s ‘ Melponene,” 
Redowa’s “The Glory,” “Victory.’’ and 
“ Express Galops,” &c, The {Ball Room is un- 
der the superintendence of Mr. Gouriet, (of her 
Majesty’s Theatre,) Messrs, Page, D’Alcorn, 
&c, &c. . Doors open at 8 o’clock and close at 
12. Admission one Shilling. 











RTHUR WELLESLEY, the GREAT DUKE 
of WELLINGTON, taken from life during 
his frequent visits to the Napoleon relics at 
Madame TUSSAUD’S. “If this figure alone 
constituted the whole of the exhibition, it would 
repay the trouble of a visit.”—Evening Sun.— 
Madame TUSSAUD and SONS’ EXHIBITION, 
Bazaar, Baker Street, Portman Square.—Opeén 
from eleven till dusk, and from seven till ten, 
Admittance, 1s. ; Napoleon Rooms 6d. extra. 
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